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Ethnic Marginal: the Best Perspective in the Study of the Psychological Development of the Com-
munity of the Chinese Nation

ZHANG Jijia' FENG Xiaohui’
(1. Faculty of Education Guangxi Normal University Guilin Guangxi China 541004; 2. Department of Psychology
Renmin University of China Beijing China 100872)

Abstract: Individuals automatically form ethnic groups through social classification. Individuals or groups at the ethnic
boundaries are ethnic marginals. At the marginals of ethnic groups ethnic characteristics are highlighted and are in the
process of forming ethnic community thus becoming the best perspective to observe and understand the formation and de—
velopment of the psychology of ethnic community. In China the groups at marginals include cross — boundary ethnic
groups a groups of people who have interethnic marriages and their children corridor ethnic groups compatriots from Hong
Kong Macao and Taiwan and overseas Chinese different branches of ethnic groups of large population unidentified eth—
nic groups and ethnic groups with different identities and bi — cultural individuals. Historical memory common language

fundamental feelings ethnic implicit view and ethnic identity are important research fields of ethnic marginal psychology.

Key words: ethnic groups; ethnic marginal, ethnic community.
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